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Violence That Won’t Stop Giving    

Domestic violence profoundly offends human dignity.  It’s on the rise. 

What is it?  In its pastoral, When I Call for Help, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) writes: 

Domestic violence is any kind of behavior that a person uses to control an intimate partner through 
fear and intimidation. It includes physical, sexual, psychological, verbal, and economic abuse. 
Some examples of domestic abuse include battering, name-calling, and insults, threats to kill or 
harm one's partner or children, destruction of property, marital rape, and forced sterilization or 
abortion.  When I Call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence Against Women | USCCB 

How widespread is domestic violence? The National Conference on Domestic Violence says in the United 
States more than 10 million adults experience domestic violence 
annually.  https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS  This violence continues to grow.  NCDV says from 2016 through 
2018 the number of intimate partner violence victimizations in the United States increased 42%. 

Here are some details: 

• On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the United 
States. 

• 1 in 4 women and 1 in 9 men experience severe intimate partner physical violence, intimate partner 
contact sexual violence, and/or intimate partner stalking with impacts such as injury, fearfulness, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, use of victim services, contraction of sexually transmitted diseases, 
etc. 

• 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have experienced some form of physical violence by an intimate 
partner.  

• 1 in 7 women and 1 in 25 men have been injured by an intimate partner. 
• 1 in 10 women have been raped by an intimate partner. Data is unavailable on male victims.  
• 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men have been victims of severe physical violence (e.g. beating, burning, 

strangling) by an intimate partner in their lifetime. 
• 1 in 7 women and 1 in 18 men have been stalked by an intimate partner during their lifetime to the 

point in which they felt very fearful or believed that they or someone close to them would be 
harmed or killed. 

• On a typical day, there are more than 20,000 phone calls placed to domestic violence hotlines 
nationwide. 

• Intimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime. 

Why not more intervention?  USCCB again: 

Domestic violence is often shrouded in silence. People outside the family hesitate to interfere, 
even when they suspect abuse is occurring. Many times, even extended family denies that abuse 
exists, out of loyalty to the abuser and in order to protect the image of the family. Some people still 
argue—mistakenly—that intervention by outside sources endangers the sanctity of the home. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usccb.org%2Ftopics%2Fmarriage-and-family-life-ministries%2Fwhen-i-call-help-pastoral-response-domestic-violence&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755068862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tQlNYCNvgcXP9kqXLaAljR1DSc8QopXkHcAyOqkdyh8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncadv.org%2FSTATISTICS&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755081557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HY2sI1z%2F0irM%2FBIs031pd9o%2BOKuoxDtl5V9OSdgksIQ%3D&reserved=0


What to do about domestic violence requires a much longer consideration.  In the meantime, here are 
some resources suggested by USCCB: 

• Special: Covid-19 DV Awareness Resources, from Catholics for Family Peace 
• Catholics for Family Peace: a Catholic group dedicated to preventing domestic violence in Catholic 

homes and educating Catholics about domestic violence 
• National Center on Sexual Exploitation 
• National Domestic Violence Hotline  (1-800-799-SAFE) 
• National Symposium. Hope, Help, and Healing: A Catholic Response to Domestic Violence and 

Abuse 
• Overcoming Obstacles: Domestic Violence on the For Your Marriage website 
• Report on the Catholic Response to Sexual and Domestic Violence and Abuse, 2018 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicsforfamilypeace.org%2Fuploads%2F9%2F7%2F5%2F4%2F9754767%2Fspecial__covid-19_dv_awareness_resources_.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755094172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E%2BXHut%2BXFQNY0uyYaC9pY%2F7ZqoNa12H3LY86juFw0Vo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicsforfamilypeace.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755106985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2W%2Fm%2F5RZSBYVqsYknixbEhzZDjDbdghE0wuhncEr8oo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fendsexualexploitation.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755119621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3yyGIRNrFvh%2FkFD6EAY5vIi6S2uqCvetUTYmyYADXY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehotline.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755132539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=odJTjsMMzCD%2Ffg4bwtPG9zWpBWUStJmRbvtNgDEr4kw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicsforfamilypeace.org%2F2016-symposium-presentations.html&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755145132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q1FLG4LRgon22JNTFaA8K%2Fn1RcIPKW0k0WIlb5pUMS0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicsforfamilypeace.org%2F2016-symposium-presentations.html&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755145132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q1FLG4LRgon22JNTFaA8K%2Fn1RcIPKW0k0WIlb5pUMS0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foryourmarriage.org%2Feverymarriage%2Fovercoming-obstacles%2Fdomestic-violence%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755157872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Gup%2BDSlKUTpXKG%2FEtk8V3aDUmu7yFwmMZ%2B664jCOkA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usccb.org%2Fissues-and-action%2Fmarriage-and-family%2Fmarriage%2Fdomestic-violence%2Fupload%2FCatholic-Response-to-Sexual-and-Domestic-Violence-Report-Final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cflavoie%40archchicago.org%7C43f5ef71fd774e10b7de08dce717b467%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638639336755170785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n5gqymqHsK4HFhrcPYJpELgcHmLx%2FfgBB65MLl1CIF8%3D&reserved=0

