
                                       Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Notes 
 
 
Date: August 11, 2026 
 
Pastors: Fr. Jean Philippe Lokpo 
 
PPC Members: Shelly Benson, Cat Wolfe, Pat Trafton, Krista Gilva, Tim Schmitt, Peggy 
Cunniff, Christie Klimas, Rachel Brescoll, Tom Lenz, Sara Delva, Elia Vergil, Rob 
Sullivan, Len Grinsted, Alex Lule-Rivera 
 
Absent: Fr. Jose Manuel Ortiz, Fr Dawit Wubishet Teklewold 
 

Topic Notes/Summary 
Welcome, Opening 
Prayer 

Meeting started at 7:01pm and Peggy led us in a prayer 
 

Opening remarks/ 
Approve minutes  

• Shelley reviewed the agenda and made some opening remarks 
• The June meeting minutes were approved.   

Pastor’s Updates • Fr JP asked for nominations for the Christie Fidelis award 
nominations for this year, the PPC made some suggestions. Shelley 
will send a poll so the PPC can vote on the top two for Fr. to consider. 

• The Vision Keepers award is also coming up, and we’ll need 
nominations for that as well, more suggestions were made. 

• Fr JP is going to set up some faith formation for the October meeting 
around Pope Leo’s encyclical about AI and Human Dignity (Magnifica 
Humanitas).  It will be led by Peter Jones and Tom, and the PFC will 
join. 

• The Capital Campaign has kicked off with the silent phase.   
o There is a small team working with the consultant on the project 

and they are looking to expand the team as we move into the 
public phase.   

o The projects for the funds have been determined 
o The goal is to raise $2.5M.  To date, over $500k has already been 

pledged with $300k in hand.   
o Fr asked the PPC to consider participating as leaders/ 

ambassadors and then encourage others to participate.   
Generation to 
Generations Capitol 
Campaign 

Shelley walked through some campaign details: 
• The goals and the case for the campaign, including the breakdown for 

the Archdiocese. 
• The priorities for the funds raised will be in the following categories: 

Campus Stewardship, Parish Vitality and Open Doors (accessibility 
related items) 

• So far there has been: 
o A cornerstone dinner with key donors 
o An evening with the Cardinal at St Patrick’s in Lake Forest  
o Individual meetings with Fr JP 



• There is a training for the campaign team happening tomorrow 
around how to ask for participation  

• One of the Cardinal’s key messages is that success is more about the 
number of people who participate vs. the total raised. 

PPC Priorities for 
2026-27/PPP 

• Tom reviewed the evaluation insights from the conversation in June 
• The proposed Pastoral Plan Priorities for the next year are: 

o Increase PPC visibility and accountability 
 Quarterly articles 
 Invitations for Ministry leaders to present at PPC meetings: a 

list was made and at the Sept meeting we will look at timing 
for when to invite them to the PPC 

 Create a social media strategy 
o Provide energy and directions for these key PPP priorities in 

particular: 
• Adult Faith Formation 

Youth Engagement 
• Discipleship and Evangelization 

o Identify and develop new parish leaders 
 Look at the leaders of the various ministries and consider if 

some of them can be asked to take on bigger leadership roles 
 Provide leadership and support for the capital campaign and 

long-term visioning process 
o The Unity team will be showcasing some of their work at the 

SJXXIII feast day mass.  
• Pastoral Plan Support 

o Reviewed the current assignments and discussed where we could 
use more support. 

o Discussed what the role of the PPC team member should be: 
 Regular attendance at team meetings 
 Along with the chair(s), provide energy and direction to the 

team 
 Serve as a connection between the team and the pastor/PPC 

Other Business • PPC Officer nominations will take place in September for the 
Secretary and Executive team member roles. 

• Fr. is working on identifying a PPC member from the Spanish 
community to fill the open slot.   

• PPC bulletin articles assigned for October (Krista), January (Pat), 
April (Tim) and August (Len) 

• OktoberFiesta update:  preparations are going well, bands secured, 
La Loteria added, postcard mailing to the neighbors around St Mary, 
communications plan is in progress, incentives for ticket sales are 
back, the goal for “angel raffle sponsors” is 27, and shares of raffle 
tickets are also coming back. 

• PPC will host hospitality after masses in October – St Mary’s the 1st 
weekend and St Nick’s will be the 3rd weekend 

• Fr Dawitt will be going back to Ethiopia in early October. 
Adjourn   Len led us in a closing prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 9:06p 

 
 


